The gradual withdrawal of the suprarenal secretion produces symptoms of Addison's disease, its sudden cessation leads apparently to death. The secretion arises from the medullary part of the gland, and this portion was that principally affected by haemorrhage in the cases mentioned. The secretion has been shown experimentally to maintain the tone of the cardiac and arterial muscles.
The first result of its arrest would be dilatation of the blood-vessels and diapedesis, thus explaining the purpura. In the cases where purpura did not occur, it is probable that some portion of the glandular tissue remained undestroyed, and that the secretion was thus not completely abolished
